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before, and not. been confined in the middle or 4 
his diſcourſe to a particular duty. It is farther 
to be obſerved, that the inſtance of duty to 


8 which this precept is annexed is illuſtrated by a 


particular mention of God's dealing with men 
in like caſes. We are bid to love e e 


| and are told how merciful and compaf 


God is to che evil and unjuſt; . ap- 

Plication of the example yes in the exhortation 
of the text, that we ſhould aim at that perfection 
of mercy and goodneſs which we may every day 
ſee exerciſed by God towards us all. But in 
other inſtances of duty mentioned in this ſermon, 
the example of God is not propoſed; and con- 
ſidering the connection between the example and 
the application, there can be no reaſon to carry | 
the application to other caſes, in which the ſame 
example is not propoſed. Nay farther, there are 
ſome points of duty explained and enforced. in 
this ſermon. on the mount, Ae ears the 
example nor the exhortation can be applied. 
Such are the duties ariſing from the relations 

which are peculiar to man, and nowhere elſe to 
be found; as in the caſe of afflictions and perſe- 
cutions, which we ought to bear patiently, not in 

conſideration of the example of the Deity, whom 


no afflictions can approach, but in conſideratiom 


of his goodneſs: and power, who thinks fit to in- 
flict them on us. In che inſtance of mercy and 
 Inrgirenels to which, che exhortation in the text 
ſtands applied, there can be no greater or pro- 
perer motive to obedience than the example of 


aur heavenly Father; it cuts off all the 2 
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upon the authority of our Saviour; to which he = 
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is peculiarly reſerved in holy writ to the caſe. of : 
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complete in all the will- of God. But it 

is one e to be perfect in all the will of God, 
and another to be perfect even as he is perfect. i 


5 rule of the we | | 
at, but the tnanfrendent perfections of, the Deity 
are to be reverenced. — but never * | 
tained to by any creature. 

It is true, that an de moral perſQions of the 
Deity afford us the trueſt image of holineſs and. 
purity, ſo are they che beſt patterns to · place be 
fore our eyes for the conduct of our own lives. 
Iris praiſe worth to imitate a perfection as far 


as we are able, though we can- never hope to 


dome up to the great Original: and though there 

is no room to exhort men to he. perfect as God 
is; perfect, yet its is veaſonable to preſs them to 
imitate their heaven ly Father. For neither he 
hol advifes the imitation,, nor he who attempts 
ii go upon the ſuppoſition that it is either neteſ- 
far y or Peſfible to be as perfect as He; but this 
they both agree in, that the nearer any, one can 
come toi the pattern; the more perfect he will be: 
and therefore the imitatiom of God. has not fon 


5 its end che attaining to the perfections of God, 


but the attaining to the greateſt perfection we 

are capable of: In this ſenſe St Peter exhorts us 
be r e God is holy: . For e he, 
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vaſtly they differ in degree. Were it abi © 
the perfections of the Deity could not be ſo much 
a pattern for us to follow. Were holineſs, righ- 5 
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ſelf, and leſs of God, who! is capable of ſuch Aa 
thought; but that we ſhauld aim at the reſem- 


dlance of the divine perfections. as far as our 


preſent ſtate will permit, is but the natural con- 
ſequence ariſing from the knowledge we have of 


God, and the obligation we are under to culti - 


vate and improve our own minds, God is a ra- 
tional being, and ſo are we, though at a great 
diſtance from him. As we are thus far made in 


the image and likeneſs of God, ſo are we capable, 
a of our re ae of a nearer 


teouſnefſs, juſtice, and mercy, of a different na- 
ture cosſidered in God, from what they are 
when conſidered in man, it is plain, that the ho- 


lineſs or goodneſs of God could be neither the 


example nor the motive of holineſs in men; and 


it would be abſurd to ſay, as the ſeripture does, 
| Be ye holy, for I am holy; unleſs holineſs in botly _ 5 
cafes; as applied to God, and as applied to mann 
5 denoted a moral perfection of the ſame kind- 

proper t to both as rational beings, though attain- 


able by us only in that proportion which our 


weak nature will allow. Since then the perfec- 7 
tions. \ which are eſſential to God, conſidered as a 
rational bein, are che very ſame which we, as 
rational beine ought to afpire to, ſince they are 
ia him in the urmoſt perfection alſo; to ſay, thas 
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en neee eee is but a | 
fecondary argument, and ſuppoſes an antecedent 
obligation to the duty, the due performance of 
_ which we learn from the example ſet before us. 
It is no reaſon for me to endeavour to do this or 
that becauſe I ſee another do i it, for it may be fit 
for him to do, and yet very unfit for me to at- 
tempt; an therefore example can have no place 
till che rule ef duty is firſt ſettled. It would be 
very abſurd to think, that every ching that God 
does yields a proper example for us to follow ;. 
and therefore we are to. ſearch for a reaſon why 
{ome of his perfe&ions are proper examples, and 
others not ſo, that is, we are to ſearch for theis 
primary rule of duty, which obliges us to endea- 
vour after ſome of the per fections diſcoverable 
7 in the Deity, and not the others. 
In all enquiries of this kind, the laſt reſore 
e to the light of our own minds; from 
hence ariſes the obligation we are under to mo- 


ral virtue. We are a law to ourſelyes, and ſuch 
a l: as no power whatever can abſolve us from 


licence due to Bev as long as we continue 
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fections to be poſſeſſed hy the Deity in their ut- 


moſt beauty; ſo chat the ſame reaſon and nature 
which holds forth to us the rule of our duty, 
holds forch alſo the perfect example of it. Now, 


ſince no example is a good one which does not 


5 teach the ſame doctrine with the rule of duty, 


_ ani the rule of duty in this caſe being the light 
of our own minds, it muſt neceſſarily follow, 


' that to obey; the dictates of reaſon, and to imi- 
tate the example of God, is in Wer ifaw en 
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That it muſt be ſo will W by nde | 
at we can no other way trace the perfections 
of the Deity, but from thoſe natural notions of 
perfection which we find in our on minds: 
ie ſhould not aſeribe to God holineſs, juſtice, 
and mercy, did not the light of reaſon diſcover 
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of non” Will enable us to opp 


P which we-aſcribe to the Deity: ſothat | 
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on. But which ever way you 
take, his enquiry is the ſame, namely, what is fit 


and reaſonable to be done in this or that caſe : 
and let the method of enguiry be what it will, 


the judgement muſt be. ſuch as our youre ſhare 
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5 uſe and exerciſe of reaſon, as much as any other 4 
| whatever. And this may ſerve to ſhew upon what 
nee che unitation of God ſtands in natu- 
ral religion, and how we may apply this principle 
for our direction in particular caſes. It may 
ſhew alſo what is to be underſtood by being per- 
fect as God is perfect: it is abſurd to aim at the 
meaſure of his perfection; but we are then, o 
all the purpoſes of life and religion, 
he is perfect, when we do nothing but what he 
will approve ; for to ſtand approved in the eye 
of an all · perfect and holy Being is the true per- 
fection of every creature. This is the Chriſtian 
excellency, as deſcribed by St Paul, in the words 
once already quored, and with which I ſhall con- 
clude this diſcourſe, ** That we may ſtand per- 
ect and complete in all the will of God.” 
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| TAN bein ae reaſonable creature, and 


14 v. cha or Wie i All, Cafes it 1s 
contrary to nature to ſuppoſe that there ſhould 
be any thing abſolutely or neceſſarily” good to 
him; ſince the advantage to be drawn from 
any thing whatever depends on the right uſe 
and” application afl that thing to ies proper ends 

d pu poſes; © Wholeſome food is good for 
the ſound, but if taken in undue meaſure it 


ick; but if the patient will not ſubmit to proper 


Ae tlaat which might have been his cure 


J 3 917 1 . 


8 


vs into a diſeaſe. Phyſic is proper for the 
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ö DISCOURSE XIV. c 
| * * is wich reſpold to op body, ts is it © like : 


——— of — afs wh . not e to; : 
and the greateſt helps and aſſiſtances yield no 


Sonde 


1 ther wiſe, that is, were there 
E any blem of religion pretending, in virtue or | 
teous, r be valued as a good 


le of virtue and morality, 


| cluded + Hg E 
And hence it follows, . 3 — SE: cars 
be done for us in religion is fo d inſtruct us, 
_ MAMA DEL; yn knowledge of 
| —— * ie in our will, 
obey... Any thing beyond this is inconfiſtent wich 
reaſon. and freedom, and therefore can have no 
part in a religion deſigned. for the government 
rational free agents. And this being che caſe, 
| ahat maſt in the compariſon be judged $0. be ghe 
heſt religion, which does moſt fully [enlighten 


dur undenſtanding, and which does in che moſt 
| perk manner reſtore us to our liberty wo | 


1 FE nature. All 
| fack' a religion as this, às they have a certain 
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"DISCOURSE. Iv. e 
whe live zer de influcnce-6f © 


way to happineſs marked out for them, if they 


chuſe to walk in it, ſo are they certainly doomed 


to condemnation upon their difobedience. For | 
| there arc but two forts of men who can hope i 
cſcape puniſhmem, the righteous, who have ney. 
reaſon to fear judgment, and the finners, wh 


A offending through ignorance or weakneſs, have ® oO 


ſome, plea to make for mercy and forgiveneſs « 
but the finners who knew. their duty, and were 
ſo aſſiſted as to have been able, had they been 
but willing, to perform it, have nothing to ex- 
pect but condemnation. What the apoſtle there 
fore in the text has declared to us, is no more 
than a natural conſequence, drawn from the ex- 
cellency of the goſpel and the perverſeneſs of 
men, conſidered together: This is the cndemna- 
tion, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds 
were evil, Were che goſpel leſs perfect than it 
| is, or leſs known to- the world, finners would 
| have more to plead in their own behalf; but 
Gnce they want no light to direct them, no aſiſt· 
ance to ſupport them, in doing their duty, they 
are left without excuſe for their diſobedicnce. 
The goſpel, which was given to them for life 
and ſalvation, will be their judgment and con» 
demnation, and the fault is all their own they 
have as little reaſon to complain of the goſpel 
2 n chis account as the — patient | 
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we goſpel merely a matter of advice; which:men 
| might followor-let alone as they found moſt. 
convenient for * their own purpoſes, they would 
[4 anſwer for, if they negleQed it: 
e eee from:the ben 
— ithoriry, given by God to his erea- 
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ace ere in 7 firſt 

endeavour to odhifivin from other paſſages 

of holy writ; and ſhall then ſhew you, chat there 
an be no reaſon aſſigned h men make this | 

| perverſe choice of continuing in darkneſs rather 
than W 875 8 d E ye their deadly are 


When our Bleſſed re ebend Bis po- 
Mes to preach the goſpel throughout the world, 
he declared at che fame time, that he that 

. believeth, and is baptized, fhall be ſaved; 
ee but he that believeth not fhalt be damned.” 
Which declaration having manifeſtly a reference 
to the precept foregoing of preaching the go- 
Fpel/ in all the world, it is evident, that the be- 
levers and unbelievers here ſpoken of are ſuch 
only as have had the goſpel preached to them; 
and therefore this text adminiſters no occaſion to 
enquire into the circumſtances of ſuch as have 
never had the goſpel publiſhed to them, much 
| oes it determine peremptorily any thing 
1 : OW thoſe. to ww 
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ofthe miniſters of chr wer eule e dated 


1 er has dels not hall be Ss: FI 2 
Too the ſame purpoſe ſpeaketh 87 Paul, f in An 
ſermon to the men at Athens, in which he thus 
de n OED TAG before 


hs 7 f 3 all: men Dane to „ reptie.” 
8 e the command to repent. being oppoſed to 
God's winking at the times of ignorance, plainly | 
_ thews chat from the going forth of the com- 
mand to repent, God will no longer wink at the 
22 of the world; Ie Be is at 
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An — Shawl ahi WF Rei 
Himes in his 24 wee e r e 7. 1 
—_ Hecavlly us alſo, V. 18. That the wrath of God 
ai revealed from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs 
. & and unrighteouſneſs of men.“ So that the 
revelatiom, as it affords all help and affſtance to 
ſiucb as are willing eee IT One 
__— neſs, and embrace the offers of peace, ſo does it 
> | render all ungodlineſs inexcuſeable, ning: men 

1 no pretence, either from annere or weakneſs. 
7 | _-toxcover their iniqui ty. ws 201” 
Out of the many texts a ſeripmure-whick 
to the ſame purpoſe, I ſhall ſeleẽt but one a. 
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5 cheilight which: is 
Held forth” to! them, and makes thaw chuſe to 


| i bor i 2 text has aligned, becauſe 
"their deeds" are evil? Tou may 
that Thave 
men have againſt" the ge 
entertained without ſuppoling their deeds to be 
Evil) namely, that they cannot "be" reconciled to 
the Aerie of the goſpel, or to thoſe inſtĩtu- 
tions of it, which are upon fad foot of reaſon any 
part of true religion. In anſwer to which I can 
_ only ſay at preſent, that thoſe who make che ob- 
]eckion are either not in earneſt, or elſe * 
unacquainted with the power of the goſpel. It ia 
true, the golper er us things, which by 
nature we could now ; but they are all de. 
Agned to confirm IP) Abergeticn?" our hope in 
God, and to give ug the fulleſt aſſurance of his 
mercy. It i is true alſo, that thert᷑ arr in tlie g. 
Tel ſome inſtitutions, which, in their om n 
ture, are no conſtituent parts of religion; but 
chen they are dach vnly'as are neceſſary to em 
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Were unable. in/the date of hature,” to/exteieat: 
| Kh udlicons which the goſpel has made eh. 
Bea. Our bleſſed "Saviour faw that the hopes of 


0 Ight again: he ſaw' t at her power 
eayed, ſo that ſhe could not reſiſt evil, and the e 
Wo conf eng the A we NG; aſſiſtance of 


Tok e But L as to a bes ei tre 
Mall bur briefly apply” woos ow e laid on this | 
Lubeck. E 

"103 What I would chiefly W to your x confide. 


ration is this x that the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt he- 
recommended to you, as founded in the ex- 


- preſs revelation of; God, carries with it ſuch an 


= 1 author! yas cannot. with ſafety to yourſelves be 


_ deſpiſed. or neglected. It is not an indifferent 
matter whether you receive it or no; for if the 
Dae be truly what it is ſaid to be, whether vou 
will receive it, or whether. you reject it, you ſhall 
moſt certainly be judged by the tenor of it. I do 
not propoſe this conſideration as neceſſarily de- 
zexmining your choice to the goſpel, ſince the 
| pretences of the goſpel to divine authority ſtill ly 
under your examination: but thus far the conſi- 


_ a . to * you yo W 


> 2 


5 a an mates wind fabric” wallets 
and to try the cauſe impartially; fince, if the g- 


It is want of ref 


5 p18 c 0 v R sr aw. 


ſpel be the word of God, it is death to forſake it- 


live up to the terms 


it: for in ruch, 9 properly and grictiy 


ſober, temperate, and chaſte, or otherwiſe; for 
in theſe eſſential parts of religion you muſt either 
obey or periſn: but the weakneſs and corruption 
of man making it neceſſary for God to interpoſs 


dy a new declaration of his will, the only diſpute 
zs of the truth and authority of this new declara- 
tion. If it indeed comes from God, it cannot be 
 fafe to reject it; and whether it does or no, it is 
abſurd to reject it without weighing its merit. 
This therefore is, of all others, the moſt weighty 


and ſerious matter, and requires the exerciſe of 


your moſt compoſed thoughts, For if you wan- 


tonly or perverſely refuſe the gift of God, this 


will be your condemnation, that light is come into 
_ the world, and 1 loved en e 1 
light. =: nh 258 


action that makes men think re- 
gion is a thing ſo perfectly in their own power, 
that they may chuſe where and how they pleaſe, 
without being accountable for che choice A; 2 
make, provided only t ; 


ſo called, admits of no choice - it does not ly be- 
or no, or whether you ſhall love your neighbour 
or no; you have no choice whether you will be 
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Renee. id 8 
| This. general truth 3 cafily be illuſtrates 
| mmon life. 

R ere is nothing more commendable than a ſpi- 
rit 8 and an inclination to do good 
fe es: but when che air of be- 
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by many particular inſtances from. 


I 2 — 4 L. 


5 poc cry upon. our . 


nekicence | is affumed merdy to carry on private 


viers, when an inclination to do good is profeſ- 
fed only to promote” our own deſigns; and to 
make our way the eaſier to wealth and honour. | 
what is it but fraud a decein? ? 2 
If civil virtue thus Jols. its name and nature 


Dy being miſapplied; eligion. doe: 
The: man who: aims at reputation: Saks <LI | 


under the diſguiſe of religion, affronts-God, and: 


abuſes the werld, and lays he for himſelf — 5 


E. Bur e e in Ws rt as in ot 
"bake and men oftentimes act under the influence 


of it, without being conſeious to themſelves of ſo. 


much baſenefs as-deferves to be branded with the 
name of hypocriſy, Prid 
naturally give = tincture of hypoeriſy to men's 


the world diſlikes, and to make a ſhew of what · 
ever the world honours and admires: In- the 


common affairs of life, n and morali - | 


ty are not directly concern | 
1 * perhaps to comply with the world; but 
when bur vanity, and love of praiſe and reputa- 


8 


de, vanity, and ſelf-love; 5 


behaviour ; they lead them to conceal whatever 


DIscoUnsr XV. 27 


tion, to influence us in matters of religiony. | 
: e eee, Weng turn to our minds, 
and diſable us from doing juſtice to- our own rea 
| fon in judging between truth ant falſehood. 
This was. the cafe of thoſe to whom our Savi-- 
1 text applies himfelf. He had done 
6; Ry OR beg. NCTE man did; 
appeals as an evidence thar he came 
—— her: The works which the Father 
hath given me to finiſh, the ſime works 
that I do bear witneſs of me chat the Father 
hath ſent me:“ He appeals Hkewiſe to tho 
ancient ſcriptures, thoſt oracles of God commit- 
ed 1 ee * Pm mere eee, e, for im 
5 -« are e reftify of me. 1 If: ye falpedk L 
that I haue any views or-defigns of my own, and 
that I ſpeak in the name of God without his 
eommiſſion, loek to the works which I do; the: 
Blind- receive their fight, the dumb their ſficvohy, 
| the ſick and lame are made ſonnd; the dead ares 
reſtored to life: His ſervant I am, whoſe works 
theſe are; and do ye yourſelves judge from what 8 
hand theſe mighty things do proceed; If you 
ink that I am come to pervert the law and the 
prophets, let the law: and the prophets judge be · 
| rween us; Tclhaim no more authority: than they 
give me; ſearch therefore the ſeriptures and fee: 
A fairer ie did not be propoſed; ſo fair it 
was,; that it had its full effect upon many of the 
firſt rank among the Jews; St John tells us, that 
0 he Ou rulers many believed on him; but 
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But the great and viſible alteration was, that when 
Lee ant Yr] came into the chureh 


mſ Ks Cavin 4 2 5 pe 
= >= a incere believer, and | had great ground 
: ; „ a ſtri ac- 


_ that all to. whom honour. ir due may very- 
; centiy receive it; nay farther, they may 
3 iſtiy expect and require it. A father from his 
= fon, 4 iter fedan | hs fervane — a king 
3 thoſe 1 under” ahem hve * "right 0 


REES dane 
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eee to be paid ow 
It is very evident, that it 
parallel place in St 
| PVP 
2 vo an, and that the Jews'are condemned 

* te praiſe and ow will of God. Now certain : 
it is, that no honour can be due to man that is 
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4; and 5 — lt we a 
ice the good-will of God to the vanity . 
1, well-ſpoken of in the world. When men * 
contrary to the truth and cheir known duty, in 
>mf liance wich the world, it is pi they are | 
———— wich God; and Fe is, in 
e en of our Saviour, te receive honour 
2 not her, and to negleũ the hanour which. 
7 God only.” We have an- inſtance of 
this condu X in the Xxivth of the Acts; « As 
| Paul :reaſoned of righteouſneſs, temperance, 
. e ee pros to come, Felix trembled, and 


2 * ; 


3 a convenient ſeaſon I will . for thee,” 
'You'ſee the natural working of conſcience, and 
the power of conviction: a ber, ſerious dif- 
courſe upon the great fundamental points of re- 
ligion threw the governor into a fit of trembling, 
and made him unable to bear the preſence of his 
priſoner. Had this light been cheriſhed and en- 
courted; what noble fruits might it have pro- 
duced!» but the love of the world prevailed. 'The 
governor often communed with St Paul, but 
it was in hopes of getting money of him for his 
releaſe. When this hope failed, he permitted the 
preacher of righteouſneſs, temperance, and judg- 
ment to come, to continue in priſon two years, 
and when he left the government, he lef? Paul 
bound, being willing, as the text exprefles it, 0 
Ie the Jews. a Plaaſurs. Tou ſee what * 
the honour of God had in this man's affections: 
he would have ſold doth God and the people for. 
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o thy way for this time; when 1 q 


Wo 


1 8 « Jew. which is one outwardly, neither is that 


. eircumcition i, chat of the heart, in-the fpinit, 
**-men, but of God.” Andof the 


 ſeok the praiſe. of God, and ſets before: un || 


jn ſecret, himſelf ſhall reward thee openly” 
The like injunctions he gives us wi 


DISCOURSE, XV. 277. 


circumcifion which is outward in the am; 
ene aer füt which is one inwardly, and 


« and not in the letter, whoſe praiſe is not ß ? 
84 Peter 28 bi | 
has ſaid, © Baptiſm doth now fave us; not the 
, putting away the ith of the fleſh, but the 

zood conſcience towards God.” | wit 1 
a b e Sizekbe 4 pnfidered and ſettlek | 
by our blefled Lord in his ſermon on the mount. 2 
In treating on the great duties of religion, ama 
giving, prayer, and faſting, he cxpounds to us 
what it is to ſeek the praiſe of men, and what to 
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ee e r 


conſequences on both ſides. Take heed,” _ "NJ 
he, © that you do not your alms before men, 
< to be ſeen of hem, otherwiſe ye have no re- - 
« ward of your Father. which is in heavens. 20 
0 Therefore when thou doſt r e FE 4 


1 they may ith e of men: n 15 un- 
to you, they have their reward. Bur when, 
„thou doſt alms, let not thy left hand ke 

<< hat thy right hand doth, that 'thine: almg 4 
4 may be i in ſecret; and thy Father which feen "Mr | A 
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82 and taſting, and- hews. 
e eh, ave rege a 


ve muſt confider e whas will 
4 Wo: put che world quite out of the 


As it is in 2 
f o profeſſes to believe in Chriſt, | | 
El | him is in e ſame | 
Þ C 
which he aims at; and let = 
bim make che moſt of chem, he has his reward; A 
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the praiſe of God, may eaſily be 
the knowledge we pros 550 3 and —4 


are ba done? K 
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the reaſon is given, they were d ee 
e be put out of the ſynagogue. v. 

On the other fide, when the die Peter oo” 
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8 no more in the name of Jeſus, 3 anſw 
ed boldly, Whether it Fo right in the fight 6 
to hearten unto you more than unto God, judge ye." 
This difference of behaviour is plainly. accounted 
for i in the text. Peter and John confidered what 
was right in the ſight, of God, the believing, ru-- 
lers pes of their intereſt in the ſynagogue, 
and coni what was right in tha N * 
men; one ee the praiſe of, x0d, 
the praiſe /' of men. Ho- different. were their - 
re and their actions; how different alſo 

ards 1. The diflimulacion af de Jem 
. A + 2 5 


id 25 — D priſoner,” 


5 


4 


7% 


=: 


* 


a 


the portion ; of choſe mult be who are relabred, 
to give. no ne ech to eee 2 
wicked by their virtue or religion, our Saviour 
has plainiy told us, held you eee 


INS, 1 . 
F VV Ex YE 24 4 1 1 
3 _— % * N . 1 . 


| wih no > othep exil, yet — 


pertaining to 1 
_ viſe thing to ſit til, and give way to che torrent, 
and not to create ourſelves and others trouble 
by oppoſing a general corruption; and perhaps 
it may be wiſe: but, I beſeech you, is it wiſdom 
towards God, or. wiſdom towards the world? is 
it ſeeking that honour which comes from above, 
or the honour which comes from men? can you 
imagine that the man who has not courage 
enough to venture a little of his caſe and world - 


ly tranquillity, by expreſſing his refentment at 


the corruptions that ſurround him, would have 


reſolution enough to expoſe his life in a day of 
trial * n __ of the religines which he * 
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vice or benefit done to God, we might part with 


it all at once: he gets no more by the W 
of our hearts than by our outward: profeſſions; 
and therefore upon this view we may bid adieu 
to both. If you think, however, that there is 
ſomething in inward: ſincerity that is agreeable in 

his ſight, that renders men acceptable to him, 
Il wonder, at the ſame time, you ſhould ndt think 
#5 hypocriſy and diſſimulation with the world odious 


in his fight, and ſuch vices as will render us „ J "Þ 


teſtable" to him. To ſuppoſe” inward fincerity + 
_ conſiſtent with an external hypocriſy toward the 
World, is idelf a very great abſurdity. - For what | 
i hypocriſy ? ? Is it not profeſſing one thing, and 
meaning another ? And is not this the very caſe _ 

when a man, ſuppoſed to be right in his faith to- 
wards: God, denies his faith before the world? 
lt ſay; but this Is. only diſſembling 
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towards the world, and not towards God, I be- 
ſrech you whence this 3 What is diſ- 
ſembling towards God? Was ever any man fo 
fooliſh as to imagine ies he could indeed de- 
ceive God by any kind of diſimulation? No hy: 
pocrite can have this notion. If he is an atheiſt; 
he can have no thought of deceiving God, whoſe 
. being he denies: if he is not an atheiſt, he © 
muſt needs know ſo much of God, as to know it 

to be impoſſible for him to impoſe on God. Hy- 
pocriſy therefore has no higher aim than to de- 
ceipe the worlds and whoever denies yr aa 
be believes i in his Len or Profeſſes 
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din Info: pablic a charaſtery and muſt extend to 
every thing in which God, as Governor of the 

world, is ſuppoſed to be concerned. To deny 8 
prince's authority in his own dominions is a degree 
of treaſon ; and if religion does in truth reſpect ih 
as Governor of che world, to own. his authority in a 


the world muſt needs be the principal article of it: 


for ſurely it is ĩimpofſfible to pay the proper reſpect 
and obediente which is due to the Governor of the 


Vvorld, whilſt we deny him in the face of the world 
to be the Governor of it. Thus, from the nature 
of religion, it appears, chat to profeſs our belief 
and faith in God as Governor of the world is an 


W can by no means pretend to be religious. 


But farther : If any religious obedience be du to | 


God: ax Governor of the world, it muſt/principally 


government whilſt we endeavour to diſturb all the 


ends and deſigns which ſuch goverament was or- : 
dained to promote. Now, ſuppoſe the end of God's 


government of the world, with reſpect to the ra» 
| 22 of it, to be whatever your reaſon ſhall 
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5 7 apr awry The great 
= character in Which ke appears to us of Governor 
of the world, is that which demands our obedience, 
and conſequently religion is a principle of obedi- 
ence to God as Governor of the world. It cannot 
therefore Pony be a A mere ſecret concern between 


eſſential article, without the obſervance of which | 


eſt te you, certain it is, that whoever teaches | 
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Again If it be really, as . 
d God any private ſervice by Which he may be 
_ the better, it is very abſurd to imagine that religion 


cant conſiſt, or be preſerved by any ſecret belief or 
- opinion; how cordially ſecver embraced. What 
Wanke can be Aue to Jou for ſilentiy believing-God 
tco be the Governor of the world, whiltit you opehly = 
” it, and in your actions difelaim it? Even this 
Principle, which is the foundation of all religion, 5 
Has nothing of religion in i ſo long as it is inactive, 
And conſiſts in ſpeeulation; without bringing forth | 
fruits agreeable to ſuch a perſuaon; muh leſs can 
it be religion whilft you! openky deny it, ahd in 
Words and actions diſelaim it. We can no other 
wiſe ſhew our love and obediente to God than by 
Joving our brethren; for which reaſon all duties of 
religion, though per formed wirbrthe greateſt regard 
to God, kave' weed of the world for rheir im- 
meinte Wera 3 true, even of thoſe duties 
irealy to reſpect the honour and 
Slip of God: eee e, God is pro- 
moted in the world,; happy is it for the world; for 
. . the benefit and advantage will all be their own, an 
_ os Nel xa 82 Leong 
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| there can be any religion in a ſecret 5 
nion, in a diſſembled faith; contradicted byan 
Asbach r truſy is a diſibnour to ies. 
how it tetids to make i een, W wag 
© mſelves · miſerable? 8 
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religion and the knowledge of God's truth im the 
world, 3 wirh our. r-duty to * 
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is The mam who hides his on religion cloſe in his 
heart, temꝑts others, ho ſuſpect᷑ not his bypocriſy,.. 
to throw theirs quite unt; and whilſt he rejoices in 
is dheetanchor{of;a pure inwartl faith, he ſees· 
| bthers who ſteer after him make ſhipwreck of their 


time think himſelf innocent, and void of offence: to- 
Den magnet nt man, mene is- 
unaccountable 2 fat. FT 
+ Theſerenſons ibis will deine me to e 
that. is part of every man's religion to own: the 

faith and hope that is in him; that it is abſurd to 
bave any reliance upon a ſecret faith; which is of 
uo uſe to him whU¹has it as. long as ĩt is kept ſecret; 

und whenever ſuch faith is: openly co or. 
denied, it may e bol never can atone mw” 

me hypocriſy. 25 Hege O13 nt 0k 
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Pie 7 aoplitable.. 1 we believe Hiro de base 
received all power from the Fath 

aur Governor, and ſhall be our Judge, abate 3 
ſuame reaſon; to-profels . this faith, che — 
* ener N thn as our 6 


mth 5 * rofoſed Jack tas ſame fn te RI es : 
* with the fame hazard of dur ſalvatiom 
Under this head ! have one thing more to ob. : 
ah to you, That there are in this vice, as i 
in moſt others, very different degrees. While ſome 
were contented to hide chemſti een ard*diflemble 
their acquaintance with Chriſt, St Peter openly de- 
nicd him, and confirmed it with an oath, that he 
knew not the man. Thus ſome for fear in former 
ages, thoſe days of perſecution, denied their Lord 
and ſome in theſe days, ſuch is our unhappy caſe; 
Are ſo vair and conceited, as to be aſhamed of the 
. them. Among theſe ſome openly 
| others. are content RO * 


ſure i in 3 eber hy ee: oh wei e ache 
For their iniquity, but they want the courage to re- 
buke, even by their ſlence, the ſin of the ſcornen. 
- Allthels are iu the number of thoſe who arc aſhamed | 
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of Chriſt: to all theſe it ſhall be one day ſaid, Thnaw 
ve not. For if this great woe be threatened to all. 
ſuch who, to ſave their lives, deny their Lord, and 
have the extremity of their caſe, the cruelty of their 
enemies, and the natural infirmities of men, to 
plead in their behalf, what-muſt be their lot, whos 7, 
for the ſame iniquity, have little more to alledge, | 
than that they did-it to pleaſe an idle companion? 
* Bux this confideratiam meet us ogain-under: the. 
Lee To enquire into the ſeveral 3 
1 lead men to this crime. f ern en 4 
Crit, and of. his wordt. 
.: Thefountain from which theſe tempiiciank 8 
is plainiy enough deſcribed in the text, This adul- 
terous and Soafad generation. And we know full 
well, that there is not a natural fear lurking in the 
heart of man, but the world knows how to reach 
its not a paſſion but it has an enchantment ready © 
fon it no weakneſs, no vanity, but it knows how 
to day hold of it.: ſo that all. our natural hopes and 
fears, our paſſions; our infirmities, are liable to be 
drawn into the conſpiracy againſt Chriſt and his 
word. Now you ſee the ſource of theſe tempta- 
tions, it is eaſy to conceive how many, and in their 
kinds how various they are. But there is one di-- 
ſtinction to be made with reſpect to theſe tempta- | 
tions, well worth our obſerving: Some chere are 
which purſue us, and ſome there are which e 
purſue: to the one ſort we unwillingly reſign our 
faith and our religion, driven thereunto by fears 
5 and terrors, or by pains and torments, which we are 
not able to endure. 'This is the caſe of ſuch as * 
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=o which nie eee whole race, of 2 and. 


: upon our invitation: we make our Faith a lacrifice- | 
e eee the world, when we part with it | 
: our; wealth, or pleaſure. * In:this-ciroum-- 

ſtance men take pains to ſhew how little they value * 
466 _ religion, and ſeek occaſions to diſplay-their 
1 libertiniſm- and infidelity, in- order t to. cr 


= Tho eee admits of no 3 23 
they who; properly ſpeaking, love the world more: 
chan God and his Chriſt; and let us not envy them. 
F the love of the world, for N 125 04 it A N N | 
= pirckaſs at the laſt. 
But whenever infidetiey grows ito coedii "RY 

1 pute, and the world has ſo vitiated a taſte as to 
| eſteem the ſymptoma of irreligiom as ſigus of a good. 
underſtandiag and ſound judgment; when there is 
ſio lietle ſenſe of ſerious things left, that a man cane 
& Not appear to be in earneſt concerned for his reli - 
gion without being thought a fool, or ſuſpected to- 
= jog knave ; then there ariſes another temptation. 
te make ns aſhamed of -Chriſt and of his word. 
8 man likes to be deſpiſed by thoſe about him; 

> and he who wants perhaps neither riches nor ho- 

naur, wants however to live in credit, and in good 

| eftecra with bis acquaintence, and to preferve at 

. leaſt the character of a man of ſenſe ant under - 
* ftanding. How this general and almoſt natural in- 
& - clination-muſt work, whenever the age is ſo far de- 
= 1 75 as to eſteem * a ſure ſign of a FR. 
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unde ding, is eaſily conceived. 1/Thoſs who» 7 
10008 large ſhare of vanity vil be drawn in 00. 5 
eee ee to admire andiimitate 
auch celebrated freedom of chinking, g 0 0. 
called, though, properly ſpeaking, it might more 
_ truly be ſtyled ia freedom of talking. Others will. 
1 fir ſtill, and give way to the humour } 
of the world,” and will carefully hide their faith: + © 
in their bearts, for fear any; ſigns of it ſhould ap- "i 
pear, to the utter diſcredit of their under 
This is, do „amg will be, the cafe ia ue whe cir- 
_ *eumiſta But what. muſt he done? may n > 
ay; W wh ſeclude ourſeldes mores. 
„ to reprove and rebuke e 
idle word we hear ? if we romanian will. 
oon leave us, tho: we leave not them. Wonderful 
difficulties theſe? ſo hard it ſeems it is to refrain 
from the company of thoſe who make a mock of 
kn!” an hardſhip-which a good an ould chuſe: 
and which every bad man muſt: chuſe, beer de 
intends to forſake the error of his ways. There 
va contagion in ill company, and he who dwells 
with the feorner ſhall not be guiltleſs. But ſince 
thefe difficultics appear fo. great, compare them 
with the real hardſhips thatſurrounde&the Chri- 
ſtians of the firſt a ages they lived in perils; on all 
fides were terrors; within were fears, without was 
death. In thefe circumſtances they were called to 
c confeſs Chriſt in the face of an enraged and erueli 
world; and the rule given them to go by was, 
Not we fear thoſe who could kill che eee | 
but to fear Him who could deſtroy both body and 
Foul everlaſtingly. If this was their rule — ö 
ſuch real diffigulties, hat muſt be yours under 
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= fear be rage of king and princes, ſhalt you | 
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A to brave the 3 and to look every image of 
E- death bole y in the face, ſhall you find pity becauſe 
you were afraid perhaps of being laughed at and 
leſpiſed by thoſe who are void of underſtanding? 
But not to inſiſt upon this, which may perhaps 
E be too high a degree of virtue for the times we 
Raue in, ene HP; If you care not to be 
E a reprover or rebuker of this iniquity, yet ſurelß 
1 ——— you to be an admirer or 
” - enconragetof its it ino great ſacrifice you make 
10 hriſt, when you reſign your ſhare of the ap- 
plauſe which belongs to thoſe who perſecute and 
blaſpheme him. Ia a word; conſider with your» 
5 a religion is, of all others, the moſt ſe- 
Lions cone. If its pretenſions are founded in 
a to embrace them, it is death to de- 
ſpiſe them. We cannot in this · caſe ſtand neuter; 
we cannot ſerve two maſters ; we muſt hold to 
the one and deſpiſe the other. I we confeſs Chriſt 
before men, he will alſo confeſs us before God and 
his holy angel: 3, if we deny him before men, he 
will deny us at the laſt day, when he ſhall come 
in the glory, of his Father to judge the world.” 
Had our Lord been merely a teacher of . 
ee without any ſpecial commiſſion or autho- 
rity from the great Creator and Governor of the 
world, it would have been highly abfurd to af- 
ſume to himſelf this great prerogative of being 
owned and acknowledged before men. Several 
ee the buen of * many good 
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ourſelves with is nur which vas o tore 7: 
the ede nn us is dthecwiſe o r 
of us that we ſhould: confeſs him before men; 
and Ras declared: that iEwe deny him zefare the 
world; he wilł deny us. in che proſtube o God an 
| His holy angels, wheri he comes tojudge the quick 
and the dead. Conſider What manner of perſon 
i this, who requires ſo much at our hands. If 
Be is indeed the Son of God if all power in hea- 
ven and 6avtlyis given, him / by «tic Father; if he 
is conſtituted by God judge of all men, there is a 
clear reaſon to Juſtify his demand, and our obedi- 


| ence ; but if he was only a mere teacher of mora-. 
- lity and religion, how i is he t 10 de juſtified! in pre. 
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u power - given to him in heaven and 
boithechidgeraf dhe eld, When you. 
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